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Violenceagainst womenisincreasingly being
recognized asapublic health problem that affects
women’ shealth and thequality of women’slives.
Violenceagainst women isdefined asany violent
act that resultsin, or islikely toresult in, physical,
sexual or psychological harm or sufferingto
women.! Violenceagainst women can take many
forms. Physical violence, sexual assaults, and
child and older adult abuse arediscussed here
becausethose dataareavailablein Utah.

. Approximately oneinten Utah residents
have been victimsof domestic violence.

. In 1995, spouse abusefilingsincreased by
45 percent statewide compared to 1994.

. In 20 percent of domestic violence cases,
the woman who was assaulted was pregnant at the
timeof theassault, according to national studies.

. AccordingtotheUtah DPS'sreport, 1.5
percent of Utah girlsaged 18 and younger were

reported victimsof child abuse, comparedto 1.2
percent of boys.

. Utah older women made up 62 percent of
adult abusevictimsin 1995.

( Domestic Violence

)

Domesticviolenceischaracterized asapattern of
coercivebehaviorsthat may includebattering,
psychological abuse, sexual assault, isolation,
deprivation and intimidation, when those behav-
iorsare perpetrated by someonewhoisor wasin
anintimaterelationshipwith theindividual
experiencingtheviolence. Dataareinsufficient to
portray apsychological or sociodemographic
profileof victimsof domesticviolence. However,
certainindividualsareat greater risk for abuse:
divorced or separated women, women between
theagesof 17 and 28, women who are pregnant,
and women who abuse al cohol or drugs or whose
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partnersdo.? Sincewomen and children are most
oftenthevictimsof domestic violence, thediscus-
sion of domestic violence often focusesonvio-
lenceagainst women.

A study in Utah conducted by Dan Jonesand
Associatesin 1996 found that approximately one
inten Utah residents have been victims of domes-
ticviolence.® AccordingtotheUtah Department
of Public Safety, domestic violenceaccounted for
31.6 percent of all assaultsfiledin1995.4
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Homicides
accounted for 25 murdersin Utah during 1995,

Nationally, itisreported that 52 percent of female  thatis, one-third of all homicides. The proportion
murder victimswerekilled by acurrentor former ~ of homicidesthat were dueto domestic violence
partner or husband.? According tothe Utah increased from 24 percent of all homicidesin
Department of Public Safety, domestic violence 1985to 33 percent in 1995.

Domestic Violence Homicides as Percentage of Total
Homicides, Utah, 1985-1995
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SpouseAbuse

Violencebetween spousesaccounted for 45

percent of offensescommitted between family
membersin Utahin 1995.4 About 5,700 spouse
abuse cases, including protectiveorders, were

filledin Utahin 1995; that isa45 percent increase

over thepreviousyear. Theincreaseamong
Wasatch jurisdictional districtswas48 percent,
ranging from 37 percentin Davisto 53 percentin
Provo. Thereporting of spouse abusein other
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partsof Utah had alarge variation and the overall
increasewas 33 percent. Theunderlying reasons
for theincreasesand regional variationscannot be
explained at thistime. In 1995, anew law (Crimi-

nal Code 30-6-A) wasimplemented that madeit

possibleto file aspouse abuse case for no charge.
Thislaw removed abarrier that might have
prevented some spouse abuse victimsfrom asking

for publichelp.

Number and Percentage Change of Spouse Abuse Filings: Utah, 1994-1995

Spouse Abuse Filings

State

Davis District

Ogden District

Provo District

Salt Lake District
Wasatch Front Area

Brigham City
Coalville District
Logan District
Moab District
Price District

San Juan District
St. George District
Tooele District
Vernal District

Non Wasatch Front Area

1994

3,956

397
814
256
1,756
3,223

125
17
98
43
104
22
157
84
83
733

1995

5,738

545
1,146
392
2,679
4,762

148
50
151
59
133
22
224
93
96
976

% Change

45.0

37.3
40.8
53.1
52.6
47.8

18.4
194.1
54.1
37.2
27.9
0.0
42.7
10.7
15.7
33.2

Source: Utah Department of Human Services, Administrative Office of the Courts.
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Injuries

shown acorrelation between domestic violence
Accordingto national studies, thewomanwho and low birthweight babies.®
was assaulted was pregnant at thetime of the
assault in 20 percent of domestic violence cases.® Thefollowingtablereportsthe numbersof
Theabuse of pregnant women affectsnotonly the  different typesof injurieswhichwere caused by
women but the children aswell. Studieshave domesticviolencein Utahin 1995.

Reported Number of Physical I njuries Caused by Domestic Violence

Utah, 1995
Apparent Minor Injury 1415
PossibleInternal Injury 27
SevereL aceration 24
Apparent Broken Bones 20
Other Major Injury 15
Unconsciousness 9
Lossof Teeth 3

Note: Incident Based Reporting (IBR) statisticsinclude crimesreported by only 44 out of
the 120 reporting agencies.

Source: IBR Program, Department of Public Safety Bureau of Criminal Identification,
Crimein Utah 1995 p. 57.
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(e )

TheNational CrimeVictimization Survey found report on rapevictims, including the costsand
that, based on reported rapes, womenweremore consequences. About 259,000 rapeincidentswere
likely to be raped by someonethey knew (55% of recorded nationwidein 1993, the estimated cost
reported rapes) than by astranger (45%).” The wasabout $25 billion.8

National Institute of Justicerecently released a

Number of Total Rapes and Rape Rate per 1,000 Total
Population, Utah, 1978-1994
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Source: Department of Public Safety Bureau of Criminal Identification.
Crime in Utah 1995 p. 39.
In Utah, theannual number of reported rapesand (CAPSA) inLoganreported providing direct
raperate per 1,000 population haveincreased servicesfor 37 victims of sexual assaultsin 1995.
since1978. The Rape Recovery Center in Salt Of those clients, only 14 (38%) reported the
Lake City assisted 3,637 clientsin 1995. Of these  incident to law enforcement. Of the 37 assaults,
clients, 13 percent (486 clients) wasseenin 21 (61.7%) werelisted asdate/acquai ntancerape;
hospitals. Inthenorthern part of the state, Citi- 6 (17.6%) asmarital rape; and 5 (14.7%) asrape
zensAgainst Physical and Sexual Assault by astranger.
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( Gender and Child Abuse )

Children, aswell aswomen, are often victims of gated incidentsof child abusein Utahincreased
abuseinviolent families. Reported and investi- during the period from 1987 to 1992.

Number of Reported Child Abuse Victims in Utah, 1987-
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Accordingtothe Utah Department of Public 1.2 percent of boysin the sameagegroup. The
Safety, 1.5 percent of Utah girlsaged 18 and followingfigure providesdetailed age and sex

younger werevictimsof child abuse, compared to specificratesof child abuse.

Reported Child Abuse Victim Rates by Age

Utah, 1995
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In Utah, children have asimilar risk of being girlsareat greater risk than boysfor sexual abuse
physically abused regardlessof gender; however, and negligence.

Reported Sexual Abuse Rates by Age
Utah Boys and Girls, 1995
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Source: Department of Public Safety Bureau of Criminal Identification.
Crime in Utah 1995 p. 59.
Rates were calculated by Utah Department of Health
Reported Physical Abuse Rates by Age
Utah Boys and Girls, 1995
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C Older Adult Abuse

)

Nationally, reported domestic abuse against ol der
peopleincreased from about 117,000 casesin
1986t0241,000in 1994.° In 1995, referralsto
Utah Adult Protective Servicesfor abuse, neglect,
or exploitation of disabled or older adultsin-
creased 20 percent compared to 1994.%° |n 1995,

older women made up 62 percent of adult abuse
victimsUtah. Of the perpetrators, 53.4 percent
weremalesand 46.6 percent werefemales.*®

Utah Adult Protection Referrals: 1995

Victim Perpetrator
Mae: 38.4% 53.4%
Female: 61.6% 46.6%

Source: Utah State Division of Aging and Adult Services.

Gender specific dataon older adult abusein
Utah arescarce. Thefollowingfigure
describesthetypesof older adult abusesthat
wereinvestigated in Utahin 1995. Self
neglect, physical abuse, exploitation, and
physical neglect arethe most common types
of abusesexperienced by older Utahns.

Percentage Distribution of Completed Adult Abuse
Investigations by Referral Reason, Utah, 1995
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Source: Utah State Division of Aging and Adult Services, 1996.

* Percentades do not total 100 because of roundina.
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C Public and Community Efforts )

During theperiod July 1, 1994 through June 30, also served 2,722 children during that period for a
1995, 1,974 abused women were served in Utah total of 23,705 days. Only about 12 percent of
sheltersfor atotal of 16,008 days. Those shelters victimswho reported abuse entered the shelters.

Number of Days Served in Shelters for Abused Women and
Children: Utah, 1990-1995
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Division of Family Services

Thereisconsiderablevariability, both nationally andlocally, in estimates of violence against
women. Theinformation provided hereisbased onreported data. Thesedataprovide conservative
estimates becausethey rely only onthoseincidentsthat werereported.
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